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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to the application filed on 1 1/21/2000. 
Claims 1 - 25 were received for consideration. Preliminary amendments to 
the specification were filed. Claims 1 - 25 are currently being considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 - 3, 10, 11, 14 - 16, 19, 20 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Dreifus (U.S. Patent No. 4,575,621). 

Regarding Claim 1, Dreifus teaches and describes a method comprising: 

placing a first device in an enclosure (Fig. 8A, 8B, 8C and Column 16 lines 

7-29); 



Application/Control Number: 09/71 7,51 3 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2136 

placing a second device in the enclosure (Fig. 8A, 8B, 8C and Column 16 

lines 7-29); 

sealing the enclosure (Colunnn 3 lines 18 - 25); 

after sealing the enclosure, causing the first device to exchange a key with 
the second device (Column 3 lines 59 - 66 and Column 16 lines 30 - 44); 

removing the first device and the second device from the enclosure after 
the key exchange (Fig. 8A#2); and 

using the key to allow the first device and the second device to 
communicate with each other using methods of encryption outside the enclosure 
(Column 10 lines 43 - 57 and Column 18 lines 40 - 49). 

Regarding Claim 14, Dreifus teaches and describes a method comprised of the 
steps of: 

placing a first device into an enclosure (Fig, 8A and Column 16 lines 7 - 

29); 

connecting the first device to a transmitter, wherein the transmitter is 
connected to a first end of an cord device the first end of the cord device being inside 
the enclosure (Fig. 8B, 8C and Column 16 lines 46 - 58); 

wherein the cord device has a second end which is outside the enclosure 
(Fig. 8B, 8C and Column 16 lines 46 - 58); and wherein 
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the method further is comprised of connecting a second device which lies 
outside the enclosure, to the second end of the cord device (Fig. 8B, 8C and Column 16 
lines 46-58); 

and after connecting the first device to the first end of the cord device and 
after connecting the second electronics device to the second end of the cord device, 
causing the first device to communicate with the second device (Column 3 lines 59 - 66 
and Column 16 lines 30 - 44), 

Regarding Claim 19, Dreifus teaches and describes an apparatus comprising: 
means for causing a first device to exchange a key with a second device 

(Column 3 lines 59 - 66 and Column 16 lines 30 ^4); 

means for preventing a third device from determining a key which is 

exchanged between the first device and the second device (Column 3 lines 18 - 

34), and 

wherein the means for preventing the third device from determining the 
key is comprised of an enclosure having a filtering material (Column 4 lines 11- 
17, Column 6 lines 48 -62, Column 11 lines 20-27 and Column 17 lines 60- 
66). 

Regarding Claim 25, Dreifus teaches and describes a method comprising: 

placing a first device in an enclosure (Fig. 8A, 8B, 8C and Column 16 lines 

7-29); 
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placing a second device in the enclosure (Fig. 8A, 8B, 8C and Column 16 

lines 7 -29); 

sealing the enclosure (Column 3 lines 18 - 25); 

after sealing the enclosure, causing the first device to exchange a key with 
the second device (Column 3 lines 59 - 66 and Column 1 6 lines 30 - 44); 

removing the first device and the second device from the enclosure after 
the key exchange (Fig, 8A #2); and 

using the key to allow the first device and the second device to 
communicate with each other using methods of authentication outside the enclosure 
(Column 10 lines 43 - 57 and Column 1 8 lines 40 - 49). 

Claim 2 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising the step of: 

using the key to allow the first device and the second device to communicate with 
each other using methods of authentication outside the enclosure (Column 43 - 57 and 
Column 18 lines 40 ^9). 

Claim 15 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 14. Furthermore. Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method wherein 

the cord device is comprised of an electrical cord (Column 4 liens 55 - 64 and 
Column 6 lines 48-61). 
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Claim 20 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 19. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method wherein 

the enclosure is adapted so that the first and second devices can be placed into 
the enclosure and the enclosure can be sealed (Column 16 lines 7-29 and Column 3 
liens 18-25). 

Claim 16 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 14. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method wherein 

the cord device is comprised of an optical cable (Column 16 lines 45 - 58). 

Claim 3 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method wherein 

the first device is electronic (Column 3 lines 16 - 25 and lines 59 - 67); and 
the second device is electronic (Column 3 lines 16-25 and lines 59 - 67). 

Claim 10 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method wherein 

the enclosure is comprised of a first and a second compartment (Column 16 lines 
7 - 23); 

wherein the first and second compartment are separated by a separation device 
(Column 16 lines 7 - 30); and 
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wherein the method further comprises placing the first device in the first 
compartment and the second device in the second compartment (Column 16 lines 13 - 
21). 

Claim 11 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 10. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method wherein 

the separation device when closed prevents the first device from communicating 
with the second device (Column 4 lines 29-38 and Column 16 lines 7 - 38); 

and the separation device when opened allows the first device to communicate 
with the second device (Column 4 lines 29-38, Column 16 lines 7-38 and Column 18 
lines 40-49). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 

basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which 
the invention was made. 
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3. Claims 18 and 21 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dreifus (U S Patent 4,575,621 hereinafter "Dreifus") in 
view of Madsen et al. (U S, Patent No. 6,181,284 hereinafter "Madsen"). 

Regarding Claim 22, Dreifus teaches and describes a portable device (Fig. 8A). 
Dreifus does not explicitly disclose that the transmitter is a Bluetooth transmitter. 
However, Madsen discloses a portable devices and a wireless communication system 
wherein the transmitter is a Bluetooth transmitter (Madsen Column 8 lines 1 - 24). 

a port for physically and electronically connecting the portable device to a 
first device (Dreifus Fig. 8A, and Column 16 lines 7 - 29); 

wherein in a first mode the Bluetooth transmitter of the portable device 
locates a second device and communicates with the second device (Madsen Column 6 
lines 42 - 51 and Column 8 lines 1 - 24); 

and wherein in a second mode the port of the portable device is physically 
and electronically connected to a first device so that the portable device can 
communicate with the first device (Fig. 8A and Column 16 lines 7 - 29).Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to implement a method for first and second device to exchange data in an 
enclosure as taught by Dreifus and to have the Bluetooth transmitter as taught by 
Madsen to provide wireless communication system as taught by Madsen. The 
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motivation would have been to provide security for first and second device during key 
exchange with wireless communication for portable electronic devices. 

Claim 18 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 14. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
receive information to and from each other in a sealed enclosure (Column 3 lines 59 - 
66 and Column 16 lines 30 - 44). Dreifus does not explicitly disclose that the transmitter 
is a Bluetooth transmitter. However, Madsen discloses a portable devices and a 
wireless communication system wherein the transmitter is a Bluetooth transmitter 
(Madsen Column 8 lines 1 - 24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement a method for 
first and second device to exchange data in an enclosure as taught by Dreifus and to 
have the Bluetooth transmitter as taught by Madsen to provide wireless communication 
system as taught by Madsen. The motivation would have been to provide security for 
first and second device during key exchange with wireless communication for portable 
electronic devices. 

Claim 21 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 19. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
receive information to and from each other in a sealed enclosure (Column 3 lines 59 - 
66 and Column 16 lines 30 - 44). Dreifus does not explicitly disclose that the first and 
second devices exchange the key in a wireless manner. However, Madsen discloses a 
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portable devices and a wireless communication system wherein the first and second 
devices exchange the key in a wireless manner (Madsen Column 8 lines 1 - 24). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to implement a method for first and second device to exchange 
data in an enclosure as taught by Dreifus and to have the wireless communication as 
taught by Madsen. The motivation would have been to provide security for first and 
second device during key exchange with wireless communication for portable electronic 
devices. 

Claim 23 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 22. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
receive information to and from each other (Column 3 lines 59 - 66 and Column 16 
lines 30 - 44). Dreifus does not explicitly disclose that the portable device is a PCMIA 
card which incorporates a Bluetooth transmitter; and the first device is a PCMIA port. 
However, Madsen discloses a portable devices and a wireless communication system 
wherein the portable device is a PCMIA card which incorporates a Bluetooth transmitter; 
(Madsen Column 8 lines 1 - 24), and 

the first device is a PCMIA port (Madsen Column 6 lines 52 - 60). 

Claim 24 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 23. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
receive information to and from each other (Column 3 lines 59 - 66 and Column 16 
lines 30-44) wherein, 
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the portable device is in the shape of a floppy disc (Fig. 1 # 2), and 
the first device is a disc drive which can be electrically connected to the portable 
device (Column 4 liens 55 - 64 and Column 6 lines 48 - 61). Dreifus does not explicitly 
disclose that the portable device incorporates a Bluetooth transmitter. However, 
Madsen discloses a portable devices and a wireless communication system wherein the 
portable device incorporates a Bluetooth transmitter; (Madsen Column 8 lines 1 - 24). 

4. Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Dreifus (U S Patent 4,575,621 hereinafter "Dreifus") in view of Burge (U S. Patent No. 
5,550,529 hereinafter "Burge") and further in view of Pihl et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,479,341 hereinafter "Pihl") 

Claim 4 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
receive information to and from each other in a sealed enclosure (Column 3 lines 59 - 
66 and Column 16 lines 30 - 44). Dreifus does not explicitly disclose the enclosure is a 
plastic bag coated with a filtering material. However, Burge discloses a security 
enclosure wherein the enclosure is a plastic bag (Burge Column 2 50 - 55). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to implement a method for first and second device to exchange data in an 
enclosure as taught by Dreifus and to have the enclosure to be a plastic bag to prevent 
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information leakage as taught by Burge. The motivation would have been to provide 
security during key exchange. Dreifus and Burge taken together do not teach the 
enclosure is a plastic bag with a filtering material. However, Pihl discloses a security 
apparatus with an enclosure with a filtering material (constructed of sheet metal) (Pihl 
Column 3 lines 49 - 62). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to implement a method for first and second 
device to exchange data in an enclosure as taught by Dreifus, to have the enclosure to 
be a plastic bag to prevent information leakage as taught by Burge and to have the 
enclosure with a filtering material to provide adequate protection against adverse 
external conditions as taught by Pihl. The motivation would have been to provide 
protection and security for first and second device during key exchange. 

Claim 5 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 4, Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
receive information to and from each other in a sealed enclosure (Column 3 lines 59 - 
66 and Column 16 lines 30 - 44). Dreifus does not explicitly disclose that the filtering 
material is comprised of metal. However, Pihl discloses a security apparatus wherein 
the filtering material is comprised of metal (constructed of sheet metal) (Pihl Column 3 
lines 49 - 62). 
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5. Claims 6 -9, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dreifus (U S Patent 4,575.621 hereinafter "Dreifus") in view of Pihl et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,479,341 hereinafter "Pihl") 

Claim 6 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
receive information to and from each other in a sealed enclosure (Column 3 lines 59 - 
66 and Column 16 lines 30 - 44). Dreifus does not explicitly disclose the enclosure is a 
container having sides comprised of a filtering material. However, Pihl discloses a 
security apparatus with an enclosure with a filtering material (constructed of sheet 
metal) (Pihl Column 3 lines 49 - 62). 

wherein the filtering material of the enclosure prevents electromagnetic radiation 
of a particular bandwidth from escaping the enclosure (Pihl Column 2 lines 37 - 50). 

. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement a method for first and second device to 
exchange data in an enclosure as taught by Dreifus and to have the enclosure with a 
filtering material to provide adequate protection against adverse external conditions as 
taught by Pihl. The motivation would have been to provide security for first and second 
device during key exchange. 

Claim 7 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 6. Dreifus does not 
explicitly teach that the filtering material is comprised of metal. However, Pihl discloses 
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a security apparatus wherein the filtering material is comprised of metal (constructed of 
sheet metal) (Pihl Column 3 lines 49 - 62). 

Claim 8 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 6. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
receive information to and from each other in a sealed enclosure (Column 3 lines 59 - 
66 and Column 16 lines 30-44). Dreifus does not explicitly teach that the enclosure is 
comprised of glass and the filtering material is attached to the glass. However, Pihl 
discloses a security apparatus wherein the enclosure is comprised of strong material 
(glass) and the filtering material is attached to the glass (Pihl Column 2 lines 37 - 60 
and Column 3 lines 49 - 57). 

Claim 9 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 6. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
receive information to and from each other in a sealed enclosure (Column 3 lines 59 - 
66 and Column 16 lines 30 - 44). Dreifus does not explicitly teach that the enclosure is 
comprised of plastic and the filtering material is attached to the glass. However, Pihl 
discloses a security apparatus wherein the enclosure is comprised of strong material 
(plastic) and the filtering material is attached to the plastic (Pihl Column 2 lines 37 - 60 
and Column 3 lines 49 - 57). 
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Claim 12 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 11. Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
receive information to and from each other in a sealed enclosure (Column 3 lines 59 - 
66 and Column 16 lines 30 - 44), Dreifus does not explicitly teach that the separation 
device is comprised of a door which can be opened after the enclosure is sealed. 
However, Pihl discloses that the separation device is composed of a door which can be 
opened after the enclosure is sealed (Pihl Column 3 line 49 - Column 4 line 67). 

Claim 13 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 12, Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
receive information to and from each other in a sealed enclosure (Column 3 lines 59 - 
66 and Column 16 lines 30 - 44). Dreifus does not explicitly teach that the separation 
device is comprised of a filtering material. However, Pihl discloses a security apparatus 
wherein the filtering material is comprised of filtering material (constructed of sheet 
metal) (Pihl Column 3 lines 49 - 62), 

6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S,C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dreifus 

(U S Patent 4,575,621 hereinafter "Dreifus") in view of Brothers et al. (U,S. Patent No. 
5,799,083 hereinafter "Brothers") 

Claim 17 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 14, Furthermore, Dreifus 
teaches and describes a method comprising first and second device transmit and 
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receive information to and from each other in a sealed enclosure (Column 3 lines 59 - 
66 and Column 16 lines 30 - 44). Dreifus does not explicitly disclose that the cord 
device is comprised of a radio transmitter. However, Brothers discloses a verification 
system transmitting information by number of means including radio (Brothers Column 9 
lines 29 - 38). Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to implement a method for first and second device to 
exchange data in an enclosure as taught by Dreifus and to have the radio transmitter as 
taught by Brothers. 

Conclusion 

6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 

20231 or faxed to: (703) 872-9306 for all formal communications. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 

Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA, Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Pramila Parthasarathy whose 
telephone number is 703-305-8912. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 8:00a.m. To 5:00p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 703-305-9648. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 

application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



Pramila Parthasarathy 
Patent Examiner 
703-305-8912 
April 18, 2004 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



